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Scientist and Jesuit priest John McCarthy, S.J. released in 2014 Do Monkeys 
Go to Heaven? Finding God in All Creation, a book of reflections on the 
wonder and beauty of God in creation. From the publisher Novalis: “Removing 
the so-often-made distinction between secular and sacred, McCarthy takes us 
on a journey and ponders nature's revelation of God and God's boundless love 
of us, showing us the need for us to be both scientific and spiritual.” The book 
placed third in the Faith and Science category at the 2015 book awards of the 
Catholic Press Association of the United States and Canada.  A 2017 sequel, also 
published by Novalis, is entitled Do Monkeys Go to Heaven 2.0: More 
Reflections on Finding God in All Creation.   
 
Fr. McCarthy received a BScFor. (Forest Tree Biology) from the University of 
New Brunswick, a Master of Science (Soil Science) from the University of Florida 
and a PhD (Boreal Forest Ecology) from the University of British Columbia.   
 
Born in 1958, Fr. McCarthy joined the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits, a Catholic 
religious order) in 1983 and was ordained to the priesthood in 1994. He studied 
philosophy at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA.  During his theology studies 
(STB, L'Institut D'Études Théologiques, Brussels, Belgium; ThM/STL, Regis 
College, University of Toronto) he focused on the question, "Does matter really 
matter to Christianity?"   
 
Fr. McCarthy served as assistant pastor and university chaplain at St. Mark's 
Parish, at the University of British Columbia (UBC).  He also taught as a faculty 
member at St. Mark's College at UBC.  His teaching interests include ecological 
theology and faith and science.  During 2012-2018 he served as Socius, or 
assistant, to the head (Provincial) of the Jesuits in English Canada. 
 



The summers often find him in the wilds of Newfoundland and Labrador 
conducting field research for his multi-year project “Annotated Catalogue of the 
Lichens and Allied Fungi of Newfoundland and Labrador.”  For his lichen 
biodiversity research, he often visits Canadian and international lichen herbaria.  
He is active in protected areas policy, having served as Chair of the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Wilderness and Ecological Reserves Advisory 
Council for eight years.   
 
He was the recipient of the 2002 Canadian Environment Awards Gold Medal 
(Lands and Forests category) for his work in boreal forest conservation in 
Newfoundland.   
 
He regularly speaks on Christian faith and ecology and publishes on lichenology 
as well as ecological theology and spirituality. 
 
A new lichen species has been named after him – Acarospora maccarthyi K. 
Knudsen & Kocourk.  He has described several other lichen species new to 
science including Biatora terrae-novae Printzen & J.W. McCarthy, Aspilidea 
pruniosa T.B. Wheeler & J.W. McCarthy, Hymenelia parva Fryday & J.W. 
McCarthy, and most recently, a lichen named after St. Ignatius of Loyola, the 
founder of the Jesuits, Cladonia ignatii Ahti, Pino-Bodas & J.W. McCarthy.     
 


